
National Council 
on the Arts
Current Members

(As of August 1995)

William Bailey
Trisha Brown
Philip Brunelle
Ronald Feldman
Robert Garfias
Roy M. Goodman
Barbara W. Grossman
Donald Hall
Hugh Hardy
Peter deCourcy Hero
Marta Istomin
Kenneth M. Jarin
Colleen Jennings-Roggensack
Wendy Luers
Louise McClure
Roger Mandle
Rev. Leo J. O’Donovan, S.J.
Jorge Perez
Roberta Peters
Judith O. Rubin
Jocelyn Levi Straus
William E. Strickland, Jr.
George White
Catherine Yi-yu Cho Woo
Rachael Worby

National Council 
on the Arts
Former Members

Maurice Abravanel (1970–76)
Kurt Herbert Adler (1980–87)
Margo Albert (1980–85)
Marian Anderson (1966–72)
Martina Arroyo (1976–82)
Elizabeth Ashley (1965–66)
David Baker (1987–94)
James Barnett (1980)
Rev. Maureene Rogers Bass (1978–84)
Thomas Bergin (1979–84)
Robert Berks (1969–70)
Phyllis P. Berney (1986–91)
Leonard Bernstein (1965–68)
Theodore Bikel (1978–82)
Anthony A. Bliss (1965–68)
Sally Brayley Bliss (1987–94)
Angus Bowmer (1974–79)
Willard Boyd (1976–82)
David Brinkley (1965)
Nina Brock (1987–1994)
Richard F. Brown (1972–78)
Albert Bush–Brown (1965–70)
Henry J. Cauthen (1972–78)
Norman B. Champ, Jr. (1979–86)
Van Cliburn (1974–80)
Phyllis Curtin (1988–91)
Jean Dalrymple (1968–74)
Hal C. Davis (1976–78)
Kenneth Dayton (1970–76)
Agnes de Mille (1965–66)
Rene d’Harnoncourt (1965–68)
J.C. Dickinson, Jr. (1976–82)
Richard C. Diebenkorn (1966–69)
C. Douglas Dillon (1982–89)
Allen Drury (1982–88)
Charles Eames (1970–76)
Clint Eastwood (1972–78)
William Eells (1976–82)
Duke Ellington (1968–74)
Ralph Ellison (1965–66)
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Paul Engle (1965–70)
Joseph Epstein (1986–94)
Leonard L. Farber (1980)
O’Neil Ford (1968–74)
Helen Frankenthaler (1984–92)
Martin Friedman (1979–84)
Virginia B. Gerity (1970–72)
Martha Graham (1985–87)
Sandra Hale (1980)
Lawrence Halprin (1966–72)
Marvin Hamlisch (1989)
R. Philip Hanes, Jr. (1965–70)
Mel Harris (1988–91)
Huntington Hartford (1969–72)
Rev. Gilbert Hartke, O.P. (1965–66)
Helen Hayes (1966–69; 1971–72)
Charlton Heston (1966–72)
Margaret Hillis (1985–91)
Celeste Holm (1982–88)
Richard Hunt (1968–74)
Arthur L. Jacobs (1981–87)
Judith Jamison (1972–77)
Robert Joffrey (1980–87)
Bob Johnson (1987–94)
James Earl Jones (1970–76)
Herman David Kenin (1965–68)
M. Ray Kingston (1984–92)
Ardis Krainik (1987–94)
Eleanor Lambert (1965–66)
Jacob Lawrence (1978–84)
Warner Lawson (1965–68)
Raymond J. Learsy (1982–88)
Harper Lee (1966–72)
Erich Leinsdorf (1980–84)
Harvey Lichtenstein (1987–94)
Samuel Lipman (1982–88)
Bernard Lopez (1979–84)
Talbot MacCarthy (1985–91)
Jimilu Mason (1966–72)
Charles McWhorter (1970–76)
Robert Merrill (1968–74)
Arthur Mitchell (1987–94)
Toni Morrison (1980–87)
Carlos Moseley (1985–91)
Jacob Neusner (1985–90)
Gregory Peck (1965–66; 1968–74)
I.M. Pei (1980–87)

William L. Pereira (1965–68)
Sidney Portier (1966–70)
Harold Prince (1976–82)
Lloyd Richards (1985–92)
Jerome Robbins (1974–79)
James D. Robertson (1972–78)
Kevin Roche (1989)
Richard Rodgers (1965–68)
Lida Rogers (1980–87)
James Rosenquist (1979–84)
Rosalind Russell (1972–76)
George Schaefer (1982–88)
Franklin Schaffner (1976–82)
Thomas Schippers (1974–76)
Gunther Schuller (1974–80)
Rudolf Serkin (1968–74)
George Seybolt (1974–80)
Robert Shaw (1979–84)
Beverly Sills (1970–76)
David Smith (1965)
Oliver Smith (1965–70)
Robert Stack (1982–88)
John Steinbeck (1966–68)
Isaac Stern (1965–70)
George Stevens, Sr. (1965–70)
Ruth Carter Stevenson (1969–70)
Geraldine Stutz (1976–82)
James Johnson Sweeney (1965–68)
Billy Taylor (1972–78)
William Van Alen (1982–88)
Edward Villella (1968–74)
E. Leland Webber (1970–76)
Harry Weese (1974–80)
Donald Weismann (1966–72)
Eudora Welty (1972–78)
Dolores Wharton (1974–80)
Nancy White (1966–72)
Anne Potter Wilson (1972–78)
Robert Wise (1970–76)
Otto Wittmann (1965–66)
James Wood (1985–94)
Jessie Woods (1979–85)
James Wyeth (1972–78)
Rosalind W. Wyman (1979–85)
Minoru Yamasaki (1965–69)
Stanley Young (1965–66)
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Chairmen of the
National Endowment 
for the Arts
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Roger L. Stevens 
(1965–69)

Nancy Hanks 
(1969–77)

Livingston L. Biddle, Jr.
(1977–81)

Frank Hodsoll 
(1981–89)

John E. Frohnmayer 
(1989–92)

Jane Alexander 
(1993–)



National
Medal 
of Arts

1 9 8 5

Elliott Carter
Composer

Ralph Ellison
Writer

Jose Ferrer
Actor

Martha Graham
Dancer/Choreographer

Louise Nevelson
Sculptress

Georgia O’Keeffe
Painter

Leontyne Price
Soprano

Dorothy Buffum Chandler
Arts Patron

Lincoln Kirstein
Arts Patron

Paul Mellon
Arts Patron

Alice Tully
Arts Patron

Hallmark Cards, Inc.
Corporate Art Patron

1 9 8 6

Marian Anderson
Opera Singer

Frank Capra
Film Director

Aaron Copland
Composer

Willem de Kooning
Painter

Agnes de Mille
Choreographer

Eva Le Gallienne
Actress/Author

Alan Lomax
Folklorist/Scholar

Lewis Mumford
Philosopher/Literary
Critic

Eudora Welty
Writer

Dominique de Menil
Arts Patron

Exxon Corporation
Corporate Art Patron

Seymour H. Knox
Arts Patron
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Romare Bearden
Painter

Ella Fitzgerald
Singer

Howard Nemerov
Writer/Scholar

Alwin Nikolais
Dancer/Choreographer

Isamu Noguchi
Sculptor

William Schuman
Composer

Robert Penn Warren
Poet

J.W. Fisher
Arts Patron

Dr. Armand Hammer
Arts Patron

Sydney and Frances Lewis
Arts Patron

1 9 8 8

Saul Bellow
Writer

Helen Hayes
Actress

Gordon Parks
Photographer/Film
Director

I.M. Pei
Architect

Jerome Robbins
Dancer/Choreographer

Rudolf Serkin
Pianist

Virgil Thomson
Composer/Music Critic

Sydney J. Freedberg
Art Historian/Curator

Roger L. Stevens
Arts Administrator

(Mrs. Vincent) Brooke Astor
Arts Patron

Francis Goelet
Music Patron

Obert C. Tanner
Arts Patron

1 9 8 9

Leopold Adler
Preservationist

Katherine Dunham
Dancer/Choreographer

Alfred Eisenstaedt
Photographer

Martin Friedman
Museum Director

Leigh Gerdine
Art Patron/Civic Leader

John Birks “Dizzy” Gillespie
Jazz Trumpeter

Walker Kirtland Hancock
Sculptor

Vladimir Horowitz
(posthumous award)
Pianist

Czelaw Milosz
Writer

Robert Motherwell
Painter

John Updike
Writer

Dayton Hudson Corporation
Corporate Art Patron
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George Francis Abbott
Actor/Playwright/
Producer/Director

Hume Cronyn
Actor/Director

Jessica Tandy
Actress

Merce Cunningham
Choreographer/Dance
Company Director

Jasper Johns
Painter/Sculptor

Jacob Lawrence
Painter

Riley “B. B.” King
Blues Musician/ Singer

David Lloyd Kreeger
Arts Patron

Harris and Carroll 
Sterling Masterson
Arts Patrons

Ian McHarg
Landscape Architect

Beverly Sills
Opera Singer/Director

Southeastern Bell
Corporation
Corporate Art Patron

1 9 9 1

Maurice Abravanel
Music Director/
Conductor

Roy Acuff
Country Singer/
Bandleader

Pietro Belluschi
Architect

J. Carter Brown
Museum Director

Charles “Honi” Coles
Tap Dancer

John O. Crosby
Opera Director/
Conductor/Administrator

Richard Diebenkorn
Painter

R. Philip Hanes, Jr.
Arts Patron

Kitty Carlisle Hart
Actress/Singer/Arts
Administrator/Dancer

Pearl Primus
Choreographer/
Anthropologist

Isaac Stern
Violinist

Texaco Inc.
Corporate Arts Patron

1 9 9 2

Marilyn Horne
Opera singer

Allan Houser
Sculptor

James Earl Jones
Actor

Minnie Pearl
Performer

Robert Saudek
Television Producer/
Museum Director

Earl Scruggs
Banjo Player

Robert Shaw
Conductor/
Choral Director

Billy Taylor
Jazz Musician/Pianist

Robert Venturi and 
Denise Scott Brown
Architects

Robert Wise
Film Director

AT&T
Corporate Arts Patron

Lila Wallace-Reader’s 
Digest Fund
Corporate Arts Patron
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Walter and Leonore
Annenberg
Arts Patrons

Cabell “Cab” Calloway
Singer/Bandleader

Ray Charles
Singer/Musician

Bess Lomax Hawes
Folklorist

Stanley Kunitz
Poet/Editor/Educator

Robert Merrill
Baritone

Arthur Miller
Playwright

Robert Rauschenberg
Artist

Lloyd Richards
Theatrical Director

William Styron
Author

Paul Taylor
Dancer/Choreographer

Billy Wilder
Movie Director/
Writer/Producer

1 9 9 4

Harry Belafonte
Singer

Dave Brubeck
Pianist/Composer

Celia Cruz
Singer

Dorothy DeLay
Violin Teacher

Julie Harris
Actress

Erick Hawkins
Dancer/Choreographer

Gene Kelly
Dancer/Actor

Pete Singer
Folk Musician

Catherine Filene Shouse
Arts Patron

Wayne Thiebaud
Artist/Teacher

Richard Wilbur
Poet/Playwright

Young Audiences
Arts Education
Organization

NOTE: In 1983, prior to the
official establishment of the
National Medal of Arts, the
following artists and patrons
received a medal from
President Reagan at a White
House luncheon arranged by
the President’s Committee on
the Arts and the Humanities.
They were: (artists) Pinchas
Zukerman, Frederica Von
Stade, Czeslaw Milosz, Frank
Stella, Philip Johnson and
Luis Valdez; (patrons) The
Texaco Philanthropic
Foundation, James Michener
Philip Morris, Inc., The
Cleveland Foundation, Elma
Lewis and The Dayton
Hudson Foundation.
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American 
Jazz Masters
Recipients

1 9 8 2

Roy Eldridge
Sun Ra
Dizzy Gillespie

1 9 8 3

Count Basie
Kenny Clarke
Sonny Rollins

1 9 8 4

Ornette Coleman
Miles Davis
Max Roach

1 9 8 5

Gil Evans
Ella Fitzgerald
Jo Jones

1 9 8 6

Benny Carter
Teddy Wilson
Dexter Gordon

1 9 8 7

Cleo Patra Brown
Melba Liston
Jay McShann

1 9 8 8

Art Blakey
Lionel Hampton
Billy Taylor

1 9 8 9

Barry Harris
Hank Jones
Sarah Vaughan

1 9 9 0

George Russell
Cecil Taylor
Gerald Wilson

1 9 9 1

Danny Barker
Buck Clayton
Andy Kirk
Clark Terry

1 9 9 2

Betty Carter
Dorothy Donegan
Harry “Sweets” Edison

1 9 9 3

Jon Hendricks
Milt Hinton
Joe Williams

1 9 9 4

Louie Bellson
Ahmad Jamal
Carmen McRae

1 9 9 5

Ray Brown
Roy Haynes
Horace Silver
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National
Heritage
Awards

1 9 8 2

Dewey Balfa
Cajun Fiddler
Basile, LA

Joe Heaney
Irish Singer
Brooklyn, NY

Tommy Jarrell
Appalachian Fiddler
Mt. Airy, NC

Bessie Jones
Georgia Sea Island
Singer
Brunswick, GA

George Lopez
Santos Woodcarver
Cordova, NM

Brownie McGhee
Blues Guitarist
Oakland, CA

Hugh McGraw
Shape Note Singer
Bremen, GA

Lydia Mendoza
Mexican American
Singer
Houston, TX

Bill Monroe
Bluegrass Musician
Nashville, TN

Elijah Pierce
Carver/Painter
Columbus, OH

Adam Popovich
Tamburitza Musician
Dolton, IL

Georgeann Robinson
Osage Ribbonworker
Bartlesville, OK

Duff Severe
Western Saddlemaker
Pendleton, OR

Philip Simmons
Ornamental Ironworker
Charleston, SC

Sanders “Sonny” Terry
Blues Musician
Holliswood, NY

1 9 8 3

Sister Mildred Barker
Shaker Singer
Poland Springs, ME

Rafael Cepeda
Bomba Musician/Dancer
Santurce, PR

Ray Hicks
Appalachian Storyteller
Banner Elk, NC

Stanley Hicks
Appalachian 
Musician/Storyteller/
Instrument Maker
Vilas, NC

John Lee Hooker
Blues Guitarist/Singer
San Carlos, CA

Mike Manteo
Sicilian Marionettist
Staten Island, NY
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Narciso Martinez
Texas-Mexican
Accordionist/Composer
San Benito, TX

Lanier Meaders
Potter
Cleveland, GA

Almeda Riddle
Ballad Singer
Greers Ferry, AR

Simon St. Pierre
French-American Fiddler
Smyrna Mills, ME

Joe Shannon
Irish Piper
Chicago, IL

Alex Stewart
Cooper/Woodworker
Sneedville, TN

Ada Thomas
Chitimacha Basketmaker
Charenton, LA

Lucinda Toomer
African-American
Quilter
Columbus, GA

Lem Ward
Decoy Carver/Painter
Crisfield, MD

Dewey Williams
Shape Note Singer
Ozark, AL

1 9 8 4

Clifton Chenier
Creole Accordionist
Lafayette, LA

Bertha Cook
Knotted Bedspread
Maker
Boone, NC

Joseph Cormier
Cape Breton Violinist
Waltham, MA

Elizabeth Cotten
African-American
Songster/Songwriter
Syracuse, NY

Burlon Craig
Potter
Vale, NC

Albert Fahlbusch
Hammered Dulcimer
Maker/Player
Scottsbluff, NE

Janie Hunter
African-American
Singer/Storyteller
Johns Island, SC

Mary Jane Manigault
African-American
Seagrass Basket Maker
Mt. Pleasant, SC

Genevieve Mougin
Lebanese-American 
Lace Maker
Bettendorf, IA

Martin Mulvihill
Irish-American Fiddler
Bronx, NY

Howard “Sandman” Sims
African-American 
Tap Dancer
New York, NY

Ralph Stanley
Appalachian Banjo
Player/Singer
Coeburn, VA

Margaret Tafoya
Santa Clara 
Pueblo Potter
Espanola, NM

Dave Tarras
Klezmer Clarinetist
Brooklyn, NY

Paul Tiulana
Eskimo Maskmaker/
Dancer/Singer
Anchorage, AK

Cleofes Vigil
Hispanic 
Storyteller/Singer
San Cristobal, NM

Emily Kau’i Zuttermeister
Hula Master
Kaneohe, HI

1 9 8 5

Eppie Archuleta
Hispanic Weaver
San Luis Valley, CO

Periklis Halkias
Greek Clarinetist
Astoria, NY

Jimmy Jausoro
Basque Accordionist
Boise, ID

Meali’i Kalama
Hawaiian Quilter
Honolulu, HI

A  B R I E F  C H R O N O L O G Y  O F  F E D E R A L  I N V O L V E M E N T  I N  T H E  A R T S

65



Lily May Ledford
Appalachian
Musician/Singer
Lexington, KY

Leif Melgaard
Norwegian Woodcarver
Minneapolis, MN

Bua Xou Mua
Hmong Musician
Portland, OR

Julio Negron-Rivera
Puerto Rican 
Instrument Maker
Morovis, PR

Alice New Holy Blue Legs
Lakota Sioux 
Quill Artist
Oglala, SD

Glenn Ohrlin
Cowboy Singer/
Storyteller/Illustrator
Mountain View, AR

Henry Townsend
Blues Musician/
Songwriter
St. Louis, MO

Horace “Spoons” Williams
Spoons/
Bones Player/
Poet
Philadelphia, PA

1 9 8 6

Alfonse “Bois Sec” Ardoin
African-American 
Creole Accordionist
Eunice, LA

Earnest Bennett
Anglo-American Whittler
Indianapolis, IN

Helen Cordero
Pueblo Potter
Cochiti, NM

Sonia Domsch
Czech-American 
Bobbin Lace Maker
Atwood, KS

Canray Fontenot
African-American 
Creole Fiddler
Welsh, LA

John Jackson
African-American
Songster/Guitarist
Fairfax Station, VA

Peou Khatna
Cambodian 
Court Dancer/
Choreographer
Silver Spring, MD

Valerio Longoria
Mexican-American
Accordionist
San Antonio, TX

Joyce Doc Tate Nevaquaya
Comanche Flutist
Apache, OK

Luis Ortega
Hispanic-American
Rawhide Worker
Paradise, CA

Ola Belle Reed
Appalachian 
Banjo Picker/Singer
Rising Sun, MD

Jenny Thlunaut
Tlingit Chilkat 
Blanket Weaver
Haines, AK

Nimrod Workman
Appalachian 
Ballad Singer
Mascot, TN/
Chattaroy, WV

1 9 8 7

Juan Alindato
Carnival Maskmaker
Ponce, PR

Louis Bashell
Slovenian Accordionist/
Polka Master
Greenfield, WI

Genoveva Castellanoz
Mexican-American
Corona Maker
Nyssa, OR

Thomas Edison 
“Brownie” Ford
Anglo-Comanche
Cowboy Singer/
Storyteller
Hebert, LA

Kansuma Fujima
Japanese-American
Dancer
Los Angeles, CA

Claude Joseph Johnson
African-American
Religious Singer/Orator
Atlanta, GA
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Raymond Kane
Hawaiian Slack Key
Guitarist/Singer
Wai’anae, HI

Wade Mainer
Appalachian 
Banjo Picker/Singer
Flint, MI

Sylvester McIntosh
Crucian Singer/
Bandleader
St. Croix, VI

Allison “Totie” Montana
Mardi Gras Chief/
Costume Maker
New Orleans, LA

Alex Moore, Sr.
African-American 
Blues Pianist
Dallas, TX

Emilio and Senaida Romero
Hispanic-American
Craftsworkers in Tin 
& Embroidery
Santa Fe, NM

Newton Washburn
Split Ash Basketmaker
Littleton, NH

1 9 8 8

Pedro Ayala
Mexican-American
Accordionist
Donna, TX

Kepka Belton
Czech-American 
Egg Painter
Ellsworth, KS

Amber Densmore
New England
Quilter/Needleworker
Chelsea, VT

Michael Flatley
Irish-American
Stepdancer
Palos Park, IL

Sister Rosalia Haberl
German-American
Bobbin Lacemaker
Hankinson, ND

John Dee Holeman
African-American
Dancer/Musician/Singer
Durham, NC

Albert “Sunnyland Slim”
Luandrew
African-American 
Blues Pianist/Singer
Chicago, IL

Yang Fang Nhu
Hmong Weaver/
Embroiderer
Detroit, MI

Kenny Sidle
Anglo-American Fiddler
Newark, OH

Willa Mae Ford Smith
African-American 
Gospel Singer
St. Louis, MO

Clyde “Kindy” Sproat
Hawaiian Cowboy
Singer/Ukulele Player
Kapa’au, HI

Arthel “Doc” Watson
Appalachian 
Guitar Player/Singer
Deep Gap, NC

1 9 8 9

John Cephas
Piedmont Blues
Guitarist/Singer
Woodford, VA

The Fairfield Four
African-American 
a capella Gospel Singers
Nashville, TN

Jose Gutierrez
Mexican Jarocho
Musician/Singer
Norwalk, CA

Richard Avedis Hagopian
Armenian Oud Player
Visalia, CA

Christy Hengel
German-American
Concertina Maker
New Ulm, MN

Ilias Kementzides
Pontic Greek Lyra Player
Norwalk, CT

Ethel Kvalheim
Norwegian Rosemaler
Stoughton, WI

Vanessa Paukeigope Morgan
Kiowa Regalia Maker
Anadarko, OK

Mabel E. Murphy
Anglo-American Quilter
Fulton, MO
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LaVaughn E. Robinson
African-American
Tapdancer
Philadelphia, PA

Earl Scruggs
Bluegrass Banjo Player
Madison, TN

Harry V. Shourds
Wildlife Decoy Carver
Seaville, NJ

Chesley Goseyun Wilson
Apache Fiddle Maker
Tucson, AZ

1 9 9 0

Howard Armstrong
African-American 
String Band Musician
Detroit, MI

Em Bun
Cambodian Silk Weaver
Harrisburg, PA

Natividad Cano
Mexican Mariachi
Musician
Monterey Park, CA

Giuseppe and 
Raffaela DeFranco
Southern Italian
Musicians and Dancers
Belleville, NJ

Maude Kegg
Ojibwe
Storyteller/Craftsman
Onamie, MN

Kevin Locke
Lakota Flute Player/
Singer/Dancer/Storyteller
Mobridge, SD

Marie McDonald
Hawaiian Lei Maker
Kamuela, HI

Wallace McRae
Cowboy Poet
Forsyth, MT

Art Moilanen
Finnish Accordionist
Mass City, MI

Emilio Rosado
Woodcarver
Utuado, PR

Robert Spicer
Flatfoot Dancer
Dickson, TN

Douglas Wallin
Appalachian 
Ballad Singer
Marshall, NC

1 9 9 1

Etta Baker
African-American
Guitarist
Morgantown, NC

George Blake
Hupa-Yurok 
Native American
Craftsman
Hoopa, CA

Jack Coen
Irish-American Flautist
Bronx, NY

Rose Frank
Nez Perce 
Native American
Cornhusk Weaver
Lapwai, ID

Eduardo “Lalo” Guerrero
Mexican-American
Singer/Guitarist/
Composer
Cathedral City, CA

Khamvong Insixiengmai
Lao Southeast Asian
Singer
Fresno, CA

Don King
Western Saddlemaker
Sheridan, WY

Riley “B.B.” King
African-American
Bluesman
Itta Bena, MS/
Las Vegas, NV

Esther Littlefield
Tlingit Regalia Maker
Sitka, AK

Seisho “Harry” Nakasone
Okinawan-American
Musician
Honolulu, HI

Irvan Perez
Isleno (Canary Island)
Singer
Poydras, LA

Morgan Sexton
Appalachian 
Banjo Player/Singer
Linefork, KY
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Nikitas Tsimouris
Greek-American 
Bagpipe Player
Tarpon Springs, FL

Gussie Wells
African-American
Quilter
Oakland, CA

Arbie Williams
African-American
Quilter
Oakland, CA

Melvin Wine
Appalachian Fiddler
Copen, WV

1 9 9 2

Francisco Aguabella
Afro-Cuban Drummer
Manhattan Beach, CA

Jerry Brown
Southern Stoneware
Tradition Potter
Hamilton, AL

Walker Calhoun
Cherokee Musician/
Dancer/Teacher
Cherokee, NC
Clyde Davenport
Appalachian Fiddler
Monticello, KY

Belle Deacon
Athabascan Basketmaker
Grayling, AK

Nora Ezell
African-American
Quilter
Eutaw, AL

Gerald R. Hawpetoss
Menominee/Potowatomi
Regalia Maker
Milwaukee, WI

Fatima Kuinova
Bukharan Jewish Singer
Rego Park, NY

John Naka
Bonsai Sculptor
Los Angeles, CA

Ng Sheung-Chi
Chinese Toissan muk’yu
Folk Singer
New York, NY

Marc Savoy
Cajun Accordion
Maker/Musician
Eunice, LA

Othar Turner
African-American 
Fife Player
Senatobia, MS

T. Viswanathan
South Indian 
Flute Master
Middletown, CT

1 9 9 3

Santiago Almeida
Texas-Mexican 
Conjunto Musician
Sunnyside, WA

Kenny Baker
Bluegrass Fiddler
Cottontown, TN

Inez Catalon
French Creole Singer
Kaplan, LA

Nicholas & Elena Charles
Yupik Woodcarver/
Maskmaker/Skinsewer
Bethel, AK

Charles Hankins
Boatbuilder
Lavallette, NJ

Nalani Kanaka’ole & Pualani
Kanaka’ole Kanahele
Hula Masters
Hilo, HI

Everett Kapayou
Mesquakie Native
American Singer
Tama, IA

McIntosh County Shouters
African-American
Spiritual/Shout
Performers
Townsend, GA

Elmer Miller
Bit & Spur Maker/
Silversmith
Nampa, ID

Jack Owens
Blues Singer/Guitarist
Bentonia, MS

Mone & Vanxay
Saenphimmachak
Lao Weaver/
Needleworker/
Loommaker
St. Louis, MO
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Liang-xing Tang
Chinese-American 
Pipa (lute) Player
Bayside, NY

1 9 9 4

Liz Carroll
Irish-American Fiddler
Chicago, IL

Clarence Fountain & 
the Blind Boys
African-American Gospel
Singers
Atlanta, GA

Mary Mitchell Gabriel
Passamaquoddy 
Native American
Basketmaker
Princeton, ME

Johnny Gimble
Anglo Western 
Swing Fiddler
Dripping Springs, TX

Frances Varos Graves
Hispanic-American
Colcha Embroiderer
Ranchos de Taos, NM

Violet Hilbert
Skagit Native American
Storyteller
Seattle, WA

Sosei Shizuye Matsumoto
Japanese Chado Tea
Ceremony Master
Los Angeles, CA

D.L. Menard
Cajun
Musician/Songwriter
Erath, LA

Simon Shaheen
Arab-American 
Oud Player
Brooklyn, NY

Lily Vorperian
Armenian 
Marash-style
Embroiderer
Glendale, CA

Elder Roma Wilson
African-American
Harmonica Player
Blue Springs, MS
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Bao Mo-Li
Chinese-American 
Jing Erhu Player
Flushing, NY

Mary Holiday Black
Navajo Basketweaver
Mexican Hat, UT

Lyman Enloe
Old-Time Fiddler
Lee’s Summit, MO

Donny Golden
Irish-American
Stepdancer
Brooklyn, NY

Wayne Henderson
Luthier
Mouth of Wilson, VA

Bea Ellis Hensley
Blacksmith
Spruce Pine, NC

Nathan Jackson
Tlingit Alaska Native
Woodcarver/Metalsmith/
Dancer
Ketchikan, AK

Danongan Kalanduyan
Filipino-American
Kulintang Musician
San Francisco, CA

Robert Jr. Lockwood
African-American 
Delta Blues Guitarist
Cleveland, OH

Israel “Cachao” Lopez
Afro-Cuban
Bassist/Composer/
Bandleader
Miami, FL

Nellie Star Boy Menard
Lakota Sioux
Quiltmaker
Rosebud, SD

Buck Ramsey
Cowboy Poet & Singer
Amarillo, TX
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